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1. Executive Summary 

 
Objectives 
The AQUAEXCEL2020 website is the main tool for promoting the project and disseminating 
the project’s objectives, work plan and results to a wide audience including all stakeholders 
and possible end-users. To ensure successful promotion of the project, to sustain the interest 
of the audience and attract new users, the website’s contents will be maintained, 
continuously updated and populated with new information throughout the project’s lifetime. 
The website will remain active after the end of the project, as a valuable public source of 
research information on the subject and for promoting the outputs of publicly funded research 
in the domain beyond the project’s lifetime.  
 
Rationale:  
The AQUAEXCEL2020 website was developed following the EU’s best practice guidelines for 
project websites and a main focus when setting up the website was to present it to the 
audience in a clear and user-friendly way. A comprehensive search function was included in 
the website structure and a separate workspace for project partners is accessible through a 
link on the website. The website includes a comprehensive inventory of the Research 
Infrastructures (RIs) of Europe in form of an interactive map.  
 
Main Results: 

The AQUAEXCEL2020 website is available on www.aquaexcel2020.eu and was published on 
30 November 2016. 
 
Authors/Teams involved: Dr Claudia Junge (AquaTT), Marieke Reuver (AquaTT), Eva 
Greene (AquaTT), Cliona NÍ Cheallacháin (AquaTT), Dr Angela Stevenson (AquaTT)  
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2. Introduction 

 
A dedicated AQUAEXCEL2020 website has been set up following the EU Project Websites – 
Best Practice Guidelines. The website is a one-stop-access online portal and plays multiple 
roles. It is 1) a communication resource to promote the project, its objectives and 
partnership, 2) a communication resource to update interested parties on progress, results 
and outcomes, 3) a repository for public deliverables and 4) comprehensive inventory of the 
Research Infrastructures (RIs) of Europe.  
 
The public project website is visually attractive and informative and includes a link to the 
web-based collaborative workspace to facilitate continuous project partner communication. 
Its objective is to facilitate communication and dissemination of the AQUAEXCEL2020 project 
and ensure project awareness to the widest possible audience. The promotion and 
communication of the project’s objectives, progress and results through the website is of 
uttermost importance to maximise the project’s impact on end-users and stakeholders. 
 
The AQUAEXCEL2020 public website is managed by AquaTT and it will be updated on a 
regular basis. The continuous updating of the webpage includes the calendar, which includes 
all the events organised by the AQUAEXCEL2020 consortium as well as events where 
AQUAEXCEL2020 partners are going to be represented and any other events of interest to the 
partnership. The news section is regularly updated with news on the project as well as 
external news relevant to AQUAEXCEL2020. The media centre houses all dissemination 
products and activities including open access scientific papers, articles, press releases and 
the project factsheet. 
 
New materials such as public deliverables, newsletters, and promotional material, which will 
be developed by the consortium during the project’s lifetime, will be made available on the 
website. Links to the project’s social media sites are available through the website. Visually 
attractive media such as videos, animations, and infographics will be increasingly used on 
the AQUAEXCEL2020 website. 
 
The website includes a comprehensive inventory of the Research Infrastructures (RIs) of 
Europe in form of an interactive map, building upon the information from AQUAEXCEL, its 
precursor FP7 project. 
 
 
All project partners are involved in providing new information and materials for the website 
and project partners will be requested to include a link to the new website on their own 
institution websites. 
 
Note: At the start of the project, the website from the precursor project AQUAEXCEL has 
been used to disseminate project information and calls for access for AQUAEXCEL2020 under 
a designated H2020 label to enable an immediate start.  
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3. Results 

3.1 Website Structure  

3.1.1 Home 

Frontpage with image(s) and text. Recent news can be found on the right side and upcoming 
events are showcased on the bottom of the homepage and contact details at the bottom of 
every page (see images below; top and bottom of homepage). 
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The contact details of the project coordinator as well as the communication team are 
displayed on the bottom of each webpage, together with the EU acknowledgement and 
disclaimer (see image above). 
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3.1.2 About 

 

Project Overview 

This section provides an overview of the project’s objectives and expected results (see 
image below).  
 

 
 
Consortium 

This section presents a map of the AQUAEXCEL2020 project consortium and gives a concise 
introduction to each partner participating in the project (see image below). 
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By clicking on the respective partner on the legend, more information will become available, 
including contact details, expertise, as well as role and people involved in the 
AQUAEXCEL2020 project (see example below). 

 
 
 

Results 

This section will include all publications and public deliverables from the AQUAEXCEL2020 
project. Publications arising from TNA projects will also be featured here under a dedicated 
TNA heading. 
 

3.1.3 Transnational Access 

 

TNA Overview 

This section gives an overview of the TNA program (see image below). 
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Research Infrastructures 

This section lists all 39 TNA Research Infrastructures. Over the duration of the project more 
detailed information will be added, in addition to the information on the interactive map. (see 
image below). 
 

 
 
Call for Access 

This section contains the latest call for access information and all relevant documents for 
applying (see image below). 
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3.1.4 Interactive Map 

The interactive map is based on Google maps. It contains a legend, distinguishing between 
Research Infrastructures (RIs) which belong to the AQUAEXCEL2020 TNA program and other 
European RIs. RIs are further categorised by university, research institute, industry and 
other. Filter criteria can be found below the map (see image below). For details please see 
section 3.2 which is dedicated to the functionality of the interactive map. 
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3.1.5 Training Courses 

 

AQUAEXCEL2020 Training Courses 

This section introduces the AQUAEXCEL2020 training courses and provides further 
information on past and near upcoming training courses. A promotional leaflet containing 
concise information on all training courses can be downloaded as well. (see image below on 
the right). 

 
Upcoming Training Courses – APPLY NOW 

Upcoming training courses and their content as well as the application process are being 
updated here (see image below).  

 
 
Past Courses 

Previous courses organised by AQUAEXCEL2020 are accessible here (see image below). 
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3.1.6 Media Centre 

 

Events 

The events calendar contains conferences, meetings and events of the project, where the 
project will be represented as well as other events which are relevant to the project 
consortium and its community. 
Some events that people from the AQUAEXCEL2020 consortium have attended are also 
featured here (see image below). 
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All events are also shown in a calendar view (for a switch in views, see image below). 
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News 

News relevant to the project is continuously added to this section (see image below).  
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Media 

Electronic materials such as newsletters, press releases, videos and other promotional 
material developed by the project consortium are uploaded in this section as they become 
available (see image below). 
 

 
 

3.2 Interactive Map 

A main feature of the project website is a comprehensive inventory of the Research 
Infrastructures (RIs) of Europe in the form of an interactive map. Building on the consensus 
that the scientific community, industry stakeholders and policy-makers would benefit from a 
comprehensive inventory of the RIs of Europe, AQUAEXCEL2020 further developed the all-
inclusive inventory of the aquaculture RIs in Europe that was set up in FP7-AQUAEXCEL. 
The aim is to grow the inventory into the most complete and dynamic (that it, it is evolving) 
aquaculture RI database hitherto available. 
 
The updated inventory is now more user-friendly, to attract more users and give easy access 
to information on TNA, by for example featuring a compare function. The RI map will be 
updated continuously, inviting existing RIs to update their information regularly, and offer new 
RIs to register. Search facilities have been expanded, and a new feature to compare RIs has 
been added.  
 
Detailed information about selected Research Infrastructures is available through clicking on 
them on the map (see image below). 
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The compare tool (see image below) facilitates comparing the facilities of two Research 
Infrastructures. 

 
 
There is also a filter function by countries, expertise, main species, type of site and type of 
water (see image below). 
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4. Conclusions 

The AQUAEXCEL2020 website was developed in consideration of the EU’s best practice 
guidelines for project websites and is available under the link www.aquaexcel2020.eu. The 
project website’s structure was adapted to be informative, visually attractive and have a user-
friendly navigation system. The website plays an important role in the communication of the 
project since it is a resource (a) to promote the project, its objectives and its partnership and 
(b) to disseminate information on the progress and results to interested parties. The website 
will also be a depository of public deliverables, newsletters and other electronic resources, 
which will be developed by the project consortium throughout the project’s lifetime. 
Maintenance and regular update of the website and its contents will be managed by AquaTT. 
The continuous updates will include an events calendar, project news and a media centre 
displaying electronic materials developed by the AQUAEXCEL2020 consortium. Furthermore, 
the website hosts the most complete and dynamic aquaculture RI database for Europe 
hitherto available which information is available to the public through an interactive map. 
 

5. Partners involved in the work 

The website was developed and is managed by AquaTT, who will update it on a regular 
basis. Partners who wish to upload materials, news or events to the website (calendar) 
should contact AquaTT. Questions and queries regarding the website can be addressed to 
Claudia Junge (claudia@aquatt.ie). 
 
The AQUAEXCEL2020 collaborative platform (https://intranet.inra-transfert.fr), an intranet 
website restricted to project partners only, is managed by INRA Transfert. A link to the 
collaborative platform is available on the AQUAEXCEL2020 general website. Any questions 
and queries regarding the collaborative platform should be directed to Bénédicte Ferreira 
(benedicte.ferreira@inra.fr) or Ronan Pendu (ronan.pendu@inra.fr). 



AQUAEXCEL2020 Deliverable D4.2 
 

Page 18 of 20 
 

6. Glossary 

 
AQUAEXCEL2020: AQUAculture Infrastructures for EXCELlence in European Fish Research 
towards 2020 
 
Deliverables: A deliverable is a physical output related to a specific objective of the project, 
e.g. a report, publication, newsletter, tool, website, or conference. A distinction can be made 
between external deliverables, which are created for customers and stakeholders, and 
internal deliverables, which are produced for executing the project, and are usually only 
needed by the project team and the commissioning authority. Both types need to be 
specified and listed in the work package plan. 
 
Dissemination: is defined as a planned process of providing information on the quality, 
relevance and effectiveness of the results of programmes and initiatives to key actors. It 
occurs as and when the results of programmes and initiatives become available. This activity 
happens at both project and programme level, and involves the active participation of 
intermediary “relay” bodies. 
 
End-Users: are persons/organisations that have an application for a knowledge output(s). 
The knowledge output may have undergone several revisions/adaptations through the value 
chain before reaching/being relevant to the needs of the end-user. Definition according to 
MarineTT (FP7 project number 244164).  
 
Impact: is the effect of the uptake and use of the knowledge output on the target community 
and how it influences other actions. Definition according to MarineTT (FP7 project number 
244164). 
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Annex 1: Check List 

 
Deliverable Check list (to be checked by the “Deliverable leader”) 
 
 

 Check list Comments  

B
E

F
O

R
E

 

I have checked the due date and have 
planned completion in due time  

 Please inform Management Team of 

any foreseen delays  

The title corresponds to the title in the DOW    

If not please inform the Management 

Team with justification  

The dissemination level corresponds to that 
indicated in the DOW 

 

The contributors (authors) correspond to 
those indicated in the DOW 

 

The Table of Contents has been validated 
with the Activity Leader 

 Please validate the Table of Content 

with your Activity Leader before 

drafting the deliverable  

I am using the AQUAEXCEL2020 deliverable 
template (title page, styles etc)  

 Available in “Useful Documents” on 

the collaborative workspace 

The draft is ready 

A
F

T
E

R
 

I have written a good summary at the 
beginning of the Deliverable 

 A 1-2 pages maximum summary is 

mandatory (not formal but really 

informative on the content of the 

Deliverable) 

The deliverable has been reviewed by all 
contributors (authors)  

 Make sure all contributors have 

reviewed and approved the final 

version of the deliverable. You 

should leave sufficient time for this 

validation.  

I have done a spell check and had the 
English verified 

  

I have sent the final version to the WP 
Leader, to the 2nd Reviewer and to the 
Project coordinator (cc to the project 
manager) for approval 

 Send the final draft to your WP 

Leader, the 2nd Reviewer and the 

coordinator with cc to the project 

manager on the 1st day of the due 

month and leave 2 weeks for 

feedback. Inform the reviewers of 

the changes (if any) you have made 

to address their comments. Once 

validated by the 2 reviewers and the 

coordinator, send the final version to 

the Project Manager who will then 

submit it to the EC.  

 


